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the new surrey number and area; this land register is the basis of the
settlement register hereafter to be noticed.

The result of this minute and scientific survey is that many ques-
tions can be decided by a mere reference to the maps and registers;
e.$., lands for a conservancy jungle can be selected on the map prior to
inspection in the field, and an accurate sketch showing shape, area,
position, rights of way, etc., can at once be prepared.

But the survey was only preliminary to the re-settlement of the
district, which was begun in 1874 and finished in 1881.

The new settlement is based on the assumption that 50 per cent, of
the net produce is the Government share; the soils are classified, the
amount of the gross produce per acre is estimated upon an average of
a great number of experiments on all classes of soil, a 20 per cent,
deduction is made from this estimate for seasonal vicissitudes and unpro-
fitable areas, the cultivation expenses are estimated and deducted from
the remainder, the net produce thus found is commuted into money
upon an average of prices, and this result is halved and, with some
modifications, forms the assessment. . In practice thera are so many
limitations and restrictions that, except on poor soil, the theory of u half
the net" is little more than nominal, as will be seen hereafter (vide
"Economical condition " sub voc. " Incidence of assessment").

Mr. Macleane's resume of the usual course of settlement applies
accurately to this district; the first preliminary was "to obtain a
general view of the characteristics of the district; to ascertain particulars
of the climate, rainfall, physical features of such tracts or divisions as
might differ from each other distinctly; to search the Collector's records
for information relative to the past history of the district, its years
of plenty or famine, its lands, tenures, mode of taxation, and cause
of its gradual progress; to study the relative value of such sources of
irrigation as it might possess; to determine how different tracts were
affected by roads, canals, market towns, hill ranges, or seaboard,
and to acquire a general idea of the prevailing soils in each tract, and
the relative (crop) value of such black or red loam, sand or clay as
might be found to exist. Each taluk was next visited, and the revenue
officers and leading ryots assembled, and their opinion asked regarding
the relative values of villages under such and such irrigation, or in such
and such a position; information was also recorded as to the payment
of labour, the method of cultivation pursued, the crops grown, the
mode of disposal of surplus grain, and the markets mostly frequented.
The villages were next formed into groups with reference to their
several advantages of irrigation, climate, soil, situation, etc., and a
series of experiments was made to ascertain the yield of the staple
grains. When this was determined, a table was formed showing the
yield of each class of soil, and this yield was converted into money by
an avearage sfcrack on 20 years' market prices, with some abatement for
faradw* profits aad for the distance that the grain usually had to ,"be